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SUBJECT: LATIN AMERICAN BANK AND GRUPO PROIN 
REF: SAN JOSE 3424 

1 . DURING CALL ON CENTRAL BANK EXECUTIVE PRESIDENT 
BERNAL JIMENEZ, AMBASSADOR EXPRESSED INTEREST IN POTENTIAL 
NEGATIVE IMPACT ON COSTA RICA'S REPUTATION IN INTERNATIONAL 
BANKING CIRCLES AS RESULT OF RECENT TURN IN LATIN AMERICAN 
BANK/GRUPO PROIN PROBLEM. HE REQUESTED JIMENEZ' ASSESS- 
MENT OF CURRENT SITUATION. 

2. JIMENEZ PREFACED HIS REMARKS BY NOTING THAT HE HOLDS 
NO BRIEF FOR BUSINESS PRACTICES OR LEGAL TACTICS EMPLOYED 
BY RODRIGUEZ BROTHERS, CHARACTERIZING RECENT ACTIONS AS 
INDICATIVE OF THEIR DESPERATE STRAITS. ON THE OTHER HAND, 

HE FAULTED U.S. BANKERS FOR INSENSITIVITY IN DEALING WITH THE 
MATTER, INCLUDING IN ITS COMMUNICATIONS WITH THE CENTRAL 
FANK. FURTHER, HE INDICATED THAT HE DOES NOT APPRECIATE 
MOORE'S EFFORTS TO ASSIGN FINANCIAL RESPONSIBILITY TO 
CENTRAL BANK WHEN, HE INSISTED, THE RECORD IS QUITE 
CLEAR THAT IT HAD NEVER ASSUMED ANY FINANCIAL 
RESPONSIBILITY, BUT HAD EXTENDED ITS GOOD OFFICES. 
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AS TO ULTIMATE RESOLUTION, JIMENEZ STATED IN STRICT 
CONFIDENCE, THAT HE WAS HOPEFUL OF SOME KIND OF 
SETTLEMENT, BUT THAT IN HIS OPINION AN ARRANGEMENT 
IS UNLIKELY TO INCLUDE ANY IMMEDIATE FINANCIAL RESPONSE 
ON THE PART OF THE RODRIGUEZ BROTHERS. 
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